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MAISIN TAPA CLOTH

The Maisin people live in nine villages along the shores Colling Wood Bay in northeastern
Papua New Guinea. Until the early 1960 ~ s, the people made most of their own clothing from
the beaten inner barks of several wild and one cultivated tree. Since that time, European cloth
has become the common dress, but Maisin women continue to make designed tapa cloth. They
wear it along with other traditional in local celebrations. They also give tapa cloth as a form of
wealth in ceremonial exchanges and in trade with neighboring people for clay cooking pots and
for stringbags. Tapa cloth forms a very important part of Maisin cultural identity. Maisin cloth
are recognized as the finest produced in Papua New Guinea. In resent years the sale of Tapa
cloth in the tourist market has become an important source of income for people in the villages.
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